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Deep in the Amazon, Evangeline Alva had just awoken from a nap when she heard her first words in Desano.

“Aman said to me ‘Good morning, sleepy head,” * the linguistics major at the USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and
Sciences recalled of her research trip to the indigenous town of Sao Gabriel da Cachoeira.

It's a weird language, all the suffixes sound like guttural sounds we make in English to affirm or negate

things. I was saying things like Wunyungmaaninna for good morning.

Alva
“He spoke first in Portuguese, which I understood, and then repeated the greeting in Desano. At first I was totally
perplexed,” she said. “Desano is incredibly difficult to understand because it's a nasal language and speakers tend to talk
very quietly, mumbling under their breath.”

Documenting Desano

Luckily for Alva, who speaks an impressive total of 10 languages, she had grown up speaking another nasal language,
Konkani, from South West India. Nevertheless, Desano presents many unique challenges, even for a seasoned linguist.

“It's a weird language,” Alva said. “All the suffixes sound like guttural sounds we make in English to affirm or negate
things. I was saying things like Wunyungmaaninna for good morning.”

Alva, who has minors in advertising and consumer behavior, traveled to this destination this past summer to document
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